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bastardy-that the man is invariably the 
offender, the girl invariably rhe victim. 
The matter has its importance if we are 
ever to get any general, sane notion of 
the class which is coming to be called, 

~ with despairing indiscrimination, the 
Ir white slave. 

Four hundred and ninety-nine couples 
"'ere brought into the Chicago court last 
year in bastardy actions. In one hundred 
and 6fty ca~es the girl admitted that she 
was a delinquent. Judge Gemmill, before 
whom these cases were tried, recently 
wrote these emphatic words: 

Few people realize the extent to which girls 
in this class have become a menace to the com­
munity. Many of the men involved in these 
casea were found to be hardened characters, 
but by far the larger number ranged from fif­
teen to twenty years, and very many of them 
lud been led to commit their first great error 
through a chance meeting upon the streets with 
one or more of these young girls, who have al­
r,,ady at this early age become wilder than any 
1·oong hyena, and whose individual power for 
,vij was many times greater than that of the 
worst young man upon the streets. 

One of these "young hyenas" was the 
plaintiff in a pitiful and hopeless case 
which I followed last summer. The 
husband, a handsome and unworldly lad, 
a goldsmith, had been summoned for 
desertion. "She was 'bad'," he told the 
court. He would not live with her. 
That he was right no one could doubt. 
A better type of the slender, quick-eyed, 
unresting, resistless hunting animal is 
seldom seen than she was, even there 
1>-ith her babe at her breast. Judge 
l__;hlir, after giving the woman a lecture 
in her own language which brought tears 
to her eyes, persuaded the reluctant man 
to try her again. But she will never 
give up the chase. 

p.; SPITE of these dark veins, the Court 
of Domestic Relations is a hopeful 

pla~ It is not only what it is actually 
doing that makes it so, but what it 1B 
laming how to do; the more authoritative 
opinions it is forming; the fresh sugges­
tions it is making. Institutions better 
adapted to restore those with whose con­
duct the court is obliged to deal are cer­
tain to be one of its products; so are better 
laws. Already Judge Goodnow has framed 
two as a result of his experience. One deals 
with wife and child abandonment and the 
other with bastardy, and both are pro­
nounced by high authority "humane, 
dlicient, simple and flexible." 

That the court has already proved a 
healthful moral force there is no ques­
tion. The work it has done is becoming 
more and more well known in the town 
and that among the very class of people 
most liable to need its attention. It 
ms both as a check and a defense. I 
had an excellent illustration of this last 
summer. An elderly Polish woman burst 
into the court room, excitedly demand­
ing if it was true that her husband had 
no right to beat her-if there was a 
judge who would make him stop. She 
was assured that the judge would order 
him to stop if she requested it and 
would punish him if he did not obey. 
"He's be~n beating me for fifteen years," 
1he said. "I thought I had to Hand it. 
I didn't know the judge could stop him." 
She asked nothing more and I took it 

Chief Justice Harry Olson 
This remarkable man at the head of the Municipal Court of Chicago believes in the 
out-of-door life. He haa a large farm in Illinois, where in the haying seaoon he 
works in the field for a month. The picture shows the Chief Justice sharp­
enina the teeth of his mower, Mrs. Olson and his little deU&hter lookina on 

that she needed nothing more, that with precedents, and the court has washed 
an authority the man recognized behind ,ts hands of mechanical justice; moreover, 
her she would take care of herself. small men are not to be trusted with 

There is no doubt that the future of the tools which have been substituted. 
the court depends upon the character of They require for safe handling too 6ne 
the judges. discretion, too true intuition, too larg_e an 

A man too big for its work is not understanding of human beings. They 
to be found, just as a man too big for require, too, a faith in men and women 
the chief justiceship of the Municipal which the man of small caliber does not 
Court is not to be found. The future have. The procedure of the rourt is built 
of Chicago's noble program of social on faith in the ability of men and women 
reform depends no little on the jealous to "come back." It is a faith not only 
care with which she guards these new justified but strengthened by its ex­
courts, • weeds out politicians, chooses perience. 
big men and gives them rhe big man's When one sits day after day and 
pay. Small men require rules, laws, watches the stream of warring, hating, 

broken oien and women, children be­
tween them, 611 the court rooms, hears 
their histories, tragic and comic, ignoble 
and pathetic, he breaks down under the 
strain of it. It seems as if a tidal wave 
of sordid woe had engulfed humanity. 

-They arc the court• of latt raort for thou1&nd1 

~hi: ':,i°'j:(, ~\:!•~,ou~J 't:r ::d~:~!dot~0dnd c:~ 
1C1Vcd by the- judiciary; beaidc-a. ,ucC men in tht court• 
of fint in1unce reduce the labor of the coun of la1t 

~;;.ra~id th~~.id:t~e~w:. ~~ t~~ic~n ihJ,ht ct:~ 
:r/J~t~j~~~•~ndtll:1 c~ert ~1.: !:.t m;:n~:patk. 

:r1e~~t8 w~:krta~"~~'; ~ ~t:CS ~°:ut -~~~~t a~ 
aew it together. while the chief cutter and fitter would 
be rcaerved until the ,uit wu made. If he found any. 
thing to criticize about it he could aay "'Reversed and 
remanded" and tend the suit back to the 1amc work• 
man to be made over again. In the meantime the 
doth i. 1poilcd, It would be cxpcn,ive. This i, ju,t 
what we do in the administration of ju1ticc in our 
lar,e cities in thi1 country- the capable men are 
reserved for tht' last court and they should be in the 
tiut one.-C/iir/ Juti<t 0/JQ,a ifl a lrllrr to llsr a-riUr. 

It is only when one remembers that of 
the five hundred thousand pairs of married 
men and women in Chicago these are all 
that have come to open rupture of this 
kind, that hope returns. Look at the 
showing. Last year there were almost two 
thousand cases of abandonment brought 
into the Court of Domestic Relation­
and half of these are on the road to re-
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covery. This is what per cent. of five 
hundred thousand? Why it is less than 
a half of oru. 

Again, I should say that it is rare that 
there is a person before this court from 
whom all vestige of nobility has been 
stripped. "What shall I do with him? 
Send him to jail? I can do it. He has 
no bondsman," I heard Judge Uhlir say 
to a girl big with child, who stood beside 
the man she had summoned to court. 
His wife stood on the other side, pale and 
sick with shame. The girl glanced at 
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the woman. "No, Judge, let him go. I 
guess his wife needs him more'n I do." 

These men and women may have 
fought and drunk and fallen into evil 
ways, but they have also worked and 
loved and borne children. Few, indeed, 
there are of them who have not fastened 
their untrained fingers on some itood 
thing: church, school, lodge, seeking 
blindly to better themselves. If the 
return clasp of that "good thing" was 
flabby and unresponsive, shall we blame 
them for exchanging it for the warm 

human grip of which evil things make a 
specialty? For many-very many-it 
might soeasily have been different! And, 
if this is so, why, what could be more 
hopeful? Was it rhetoric, that answer 
of the Christ to the questioning pupil, 
or was it founded on a knowledge of 
human nature? 

"How oft shall my brother sin 
against me, and I forgive him 1 Unril 
seven times 1" 

"I say not unto thee, Until seven 
times; but, Until seventy times seven." 


